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ABSTRACT 

i this- is the fourth consecutive year that Bof stra 

Oniver^ty has cooperated with the American Council on Education 'and 
the Oniversit^y of Calif o.rnia at los Angeles (ACE/UCLA) in its ninth . 
annual survey of American freshmen. The Student Information Form 
(SI?) vais the survey instrument. Besults indicate that the Bof stra 
data are consistent with the national trends in all but a fev 
instances. Nationally, and at the private colleges, the percentage of 
freshmen with parents in the $30,000 or over category is increasing, 
«hile at Bofstra that percentage is decreasing. Bofstra is seeing its 
increase more* in the middle income range. The racial makeup of 
Bofstra freshmen continues to remain essentially the same., Bovever, 
the percentage Of Jewish students in Bofstra "s freshmen, class has 
been decreasing since, 1971, the first year for which there is data. 
The percentage of men' in the freshmen class has risen from 51 ^p^rcent 
to 61 'percent in the last four years. Business continmes to >e a very 
'prominent major and career choice at Bofstra. Fewer bofstra freshmen 
this year believe it is important to develop a philosophy of life or 
to influence social values than in past years. The fact that freshmen 
were offered financial assistance causled this, to be the second most 
important reason for selecting Bofstra; academic reputation continues 
as the nufflbtfr one reason. (Author/P6) y 
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This is the fourth consecutive year that Hofstra* University has cooperated 
with the Cooperative Institutional Research Program of the American jCouncil on Education 
and the University of California at Los Angeles (ACE/UCLA) in its. ninth annual survey 
of American freshmen. The Student Information Form'(SIF), the survey instrument Used, 
is "revised annually to reflect the changing concerns of the -academic community.". 
This revision, however valuable, Recounts .for the missing data on several variables'. ' 
A slight change in the wording of some of the questions makes it difficult to determine 
whether or not the change is real or is a result of the perception of a 4ifferent ' 
question. Of the 300,000 responses to the questionnaire received by the CIRP, 190,000 
. from freshmen entering 364 institutions were determined to be representative and used 
in calculating normative data for many groupings of insti^itions. 

For the second year, th^ CIRP has prepared and published national norms based 
on the selep'tivity of the collcfge. In Hofqtra"s attempt to understand its" place relative 
4:o colleges with different levels of selectivity, we hav^ included such norms for 1973 
and. 1974 for 4-year private ^jonsectarian colleges. The s€ilect:^.vity definition is based 
on average combined SAT scores. Ifofstra was assigned to the medium category (1000-1149) 
We show that norm as well as low (999 or less), high (1150-1249), and very high (1250 
or greater) selectivity. As in past ^ears,. normative data for- freshmen at all 4-year 
colleges are also included^, m are. thus able ^o see trends over the same four years for 
which we have Hofstra .data. 



Data arq reported as percentages to the nearest whole number. Items omitted 
from this year s questionnaire are not included in the report except where, they can be 
used to help interpret a new item. , * 

' * J Several national trends at all 4-yc^r colleges become . apparent upon examination 
• ! average higli school grade of freshmen continues to increase somewhat, 

so do thbir ejqpectations for achieving at least a »B' average in college. The average 
income of parents continues to increase slightly. There is a decline in freshmen 
concern about financing their college education. Freshmen consider themselves less 
liberal politically - more ^"middle-of-the-road" - ^ven at the private high and very high' 
selectivity schools. The percentage of those who wish to abolish college grades has 

I *^^«."<^ent years as well as the percentage of those who believe 

that college officials have been too lax on student .protests on campus. The trend toicard 

V less concern with environmental pollution also continues. 

I - The Hbfstra data are consistent with the national trends mentioned above in all 

y but a few instances. Nationally, and at the private high and very high selectivity 
^ colleges, the percentage of freshpen with parents^in the $30,000 or over' category is 
^ increasing, while at Hofstra, that percentage is decreasing. Hofstra is se^rtg its 
increase more in the middle income range. The racial makeup of Hbfstra fresfimm 
continues to remain essentially the same. However, the percentage of Jewish students 
Q J** Hbfstra s freshman class has been decreasing since 1971, the first year^for which we 
^ have data. The percentage of men in the freshman class has risen froor'517o to 61% in the 
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• last four years. Business continues to be a very prominent major and career choice at * 
Itofstra. Fewer Hofstra. freslmien, this year, believe it is important to develop a / 
philosophy of life or to influence' so9ial values than in past years. "^The fact that 
freslunen wete offered financial assistance climbed to ,tTic second most important reason 
for selecting Hof stra; academic reputat ion contirtUes a* the number one reasoif.. 

Wow do the Hofstca frcslunan compare to those at higli and very high selectivity 
cbl leges? As was observed last y^a'r, a much larger percentage of fresflmen at Hofstra 
expect to maj.or in business than at the, high and very high 'selectivity schools wheiS a' 
much larger percentage expect to major in. the social sciences. Freshmen at Hof8tS\till 
plan to pick careers where there is opportunity for rapid upward advancement, where they 
will be well off financially, and where the occupatipir is highly respected. On the 
other hand, students at high and very high selectivity colleges stiU plan to pick careers 
where they can contribute to society, work with ideds. and where tjifey have an instrinslc 
interest in the field Hofstra frdshmen thinfc it is much less likely that they witl 
change theiif inajor or career or seek any kin^ of counseling thart students dt more' 
selective, colleges. A larger proportion of Hofstra freslimen plan to complete- thei? 
higher education with a bachelor's degtee and a smaller proportion with a Ph.D. or Ed.D 
than freshman at higher selectivity colleges. However, about the same proportion at 
Hofstra plan to acquire professional degrees and master's degrees as at the n&re 
selective colleges ^ . » 

,• /■ ) 

• . It ts interesting th'at . there arc four afihieveraent iteirs that a larger percentage 

of Hofstra freshmen expect to accomplish th»W any other freshman group in this report, 
i.e. graduate w;Lth honors", "be elected to an academic honor society", "make at least 
a 'B' average", and "be mord successful .than most." ' = 

Students at Hofsl^ra sec themselves as much h&ss liberal. -ilo not place great • 
-importance on influencing the political sfrbcture or Svcn keeping uS with political 
affairs in'comparison to high ^nd very high selectivity colleges, tofst^a stifdents 
estimate that they are also, much loss likely- to "be satisfied with their colleae thL 
students at the other private schools, however, the percentage of Sof s tra f ref L^n ex- ' 
pectihg to be satisfied with their college incUased Ws yefr over last^ 



and ikifs 



fr^«^^f ''^^'^^'^ solectiviti schools is much higher than at Hbfstra 

tra students get less supportx^f $1000 and oVfer frS^ t-h^lr nxiLiVo ^^^^^ 

receive more aid. Due to the fact that this is a neW series of questions, hS^ever' * 
further comparisons cannot be made. * ' . Huestions, nowever. 



The n©st important reason given by all freshmen, including Hc*fs tra freshmen - 
for selecting their college" v/as the quality of the acadegdc reputaUom toSeVe^T^e^ 
percentage of Hofstra freshlnen stating this was smaller U^an thrperceitag^T^ 

reasoVforTf'.'^'f l!^" '^'^ ^^^^ y^*^' The second ^st f^^rt^t 
llTn^ ^"^^"^^ ^"^^ the;, were offered financial- assistance! (There has 

been a U increase since 1973 of thos'e at Hofstra checking the financiaHid cate^?) 

The percentage of commuters among freshien at Hbfstra is much greater and 
conversely, the proportion. of. dorm residents is much smaller than aHhe otkr coUeges. 
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In sunraary, several trends about the itois^ra fcestunari class of 1974^ are 
"° i?^' Pwportlon of men in the class cpntiinues.to increase. The entire 
Sirf^o^Mr" ""T"^)^ ihiddle-of-the-road politicaEuy and away from UberaUsm 
More of this year's freslunen come from middle, income families than ih recent veara 

?L«^„ important reason in selecting Hofstra. A larger percentage Sf the- 

fo Jnf?? r«,ut^tion as being an important factor in the?? decision 

to b^^inruf ^ fan. last year. More Hofstra freshmen this yeir «piw 

to bachelor \s degrees and professional degrees and fe«ier to graduate degrees than last k 

IT to 15? ^^f^"'^!"^^ r^^^ average in high scSoot inSeaseS^oi ^ 

22/„ t9£33/,. Probably reflecting this increase in academic quality, a nuch-aWer 
perc,nta^e of this year's freshman class.than last-year's ^Itll StI wuThonors 



|>e electfed to an honor society, make at least a 'B' 



average, get a bachelor* a degree. 



SSier f?'?/^'"'"'::' "oderatein«ksrowru;;^;eiirt^^ 

iftin^er of freshmen who expect. to be satisfied with Hofstra and'k slight aecreSse in Jh^ 
number who expect to transfer to another .school. . a^siignt decrease in the 

• We- hkve certainly not discussed all bf the .Specific comparisons oo'ssible in 
a^'L^mie?"' '^^^^^ ojheri^jL^e'^eiu^^^^^^ 
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